22-05-13

Hand-rearing Roe deer Capreolus capreolus: practice and research potential

Dit is de html-versie van het bestand http://research.haifa.ac.il/~minbar/2.pdf.
G o o g | e maakt automatisch een html-versie van documenten bij het indexeren van het web.

REVIEW: ROE DEER HAND-REARING

Int. Zoo Yb. (2007) 41: 183-193
DOI:10.1111/j.1748-1090.2007.00011 x

Page 1

Hand-rearing Roe deer Capreolus capreolus:

practice and research potential

A. WALLACH,, M. INBAR,, R. LAMBERT:, S. COHEN: & U. SHANAS.

\Department of Evolutionary and Environmental Biology, University of Haifa, Haifa, Israel,
:School of Biological Sciences, University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland, Veterinary

Service, HaChaklait, Industry Park, Caesarea, Israel, and :Department of Biology, University

of Haifa-Oranim, Tivon, Israel
E-mail: shanas@research.haifa.ac.il

Four, Roe deer Capreolus capreolus were hand-reared
and released into a 10ha enclosed natural habitat. This
paper describes the hand-rearing procedure, nutrition and
development, which we compare with other documented
cases. We illustrate the handling techniques that enabled
us to maintain a close relationship with the hand-reared
Roe deer in their adulthood and study themunder semi-
free-ranging conditions. The benefits ofconducting re-
search with hand-reared Roe deer are described, together
with possible biases that must be taken into consideration
when planning a research programme. The Roe deer were
hand-reared in order to conduct a detailed feasibility
study for the Roe deer reintroduction programme in
Israel, where they have been locally extinct for 100 years.

Key-words: development; fawns; feasibility study;
fiee-ranging; hand-rearing; Israel; nutrition; reintroduc-
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INTRODUCTION

Hand-reared animals have been used in var-
ious studies, including foraging behaviour
(Spalinger et al., 1997), thermal cover (Cook
et al., 1998), development (Birgersson et al.,
1998) and improving capture and handling
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documentation of the hand-rearing proce-
dures is valuable.

Roe deer Capreolus capreolus are consid-
ered difficult to hand-rear (Prior, 1968, 1995;
Wolfel, 1993). Wolfel (1993) reported that
the success rate of hand-rearing newly born
fawns that have not yet consumed milk is
close to zero and that of a 1 week-old fawn is
050%. Nevertheless, several research pro-
grammes have hand-reared Roe deer for
various purposes, such as analysis of diet
composition and nutrition (Holand, 1994;
Tixier ef al., 1997, 1998), monitoring stress
response (Dehnhard ez al., 2001) and repro-
ductive physiology (Hoffman et al., 1978;
Lambert, 2002). In addition, because the Roe
deer is a common species of Europe (Ander-
sen, Duncan & Linnell, 1998), injured and
orphaned fawns are often picked up by hu-
mans in an attempt to nurse and thus save
them (Putman, 1990).

Roe deer have been locally extinct in the
cast-M editerranean as a result of hunting and
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tachniqussactlasiines atied J OB chp eNithese
but there are also rarer cases where research
was carried out with free-ranging hand-reared
animals, such as Kudu Tragelaphus strepsi-
ceros (Owen, 1994) and Sitka black-tailed
deer Odocoileus hemionus sitkensis (Parker
et al., 1999). However, hand-rearing a wild
animal is usually a challenging process,
which can have a very low success rate, and
therefore requires comprehensive knowledge
and fine care (Robbins, 1993). Therefore,

bahitaty1¢is kondarth@heginiyieh of tic 1996)
and 20th century (in Lebanon, Israel, Syria
and Iraq: Aharoni 1943; Harrison & Bates,
1991). In 1991, the Israeli Nature and Na-
tional Parks Protection Authority (INNPPA)
established a Roe deer breeding colony in the
Hai-Bar Carmel Reserve (close to the city of
Haifa), with 27 deer brought from France,
Italy and Hungary. The breeding colony
failed to grow, with only 28 Roe deer in
2004, which was the highest number ever
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achieved. The low survival of fawns was one
of the observed problems in the breeding
colony. Small-scale releases began in 1996
with high mortality during transport and
release. Approximately 24-29 Roe deer were
released by 2006. Some Roe deer survived
and reproduced but the reintroduction has not
been successful so far.

The difficulties encountered in the captive-
breeding programme and reintroduction at-
tempts prompted us to find a way to study the
Roe deer under natural conditions. Roe deer
are extremely flighty and are difficult to
observe under free-ranging conditions and
do not become tame in captivity. Hand-rear-
ing was chosen to enable close observations
under semi-free-ranging conditions. The
hand-reared Roe deer were to remain a part
of the breeding colony and the hand-rearing
procedure was under license from the IN-
NPPA and the ethics committee of the
University of Haifa. Here, we describe the
hand-rearing procedure of Roe deer, which
includes a review of the available literature,
and emphasize the potential of conducting
research under free-ranging conditions.

METHODS

Finding and handling the newborn
Roe deer

Roe deer give birth around M ay—June (An-
dersen, Duncan & Linnell, 1998); therefore, a
daily search of the Roe deer’s enclosure was
carried out from the middle of April. Newly
born fawns are very difficult to detect; they

THE DEVELOPING ZOO WORLD

mothers and one father, were hand-reared in
2001 and two more, offspring of the same
parents, in 2002.

Nutrition

We separated the fawns when they were
2-3days old, allowing them sufficient time

to obtain colostrum from their mother’s milk.
If the fawns are y ounger, colostrum must be
added to their milk (Sams et al., 1996;
Lambert, 2002). Providing an appropriate
milk substitute is one of the most important
factors when hand-rearing (Robbins, 1993).
Analyses of Roe deer milk comp osition are
presented in Table 1. Inap propriate milk sub-
stitutes may result in severe diarrhoea
(Wayre, 1967; Bradley, 1971; Wolfel, 1993),
dehydration (Bradley, 1971), stunted growth
(Bradley, 1971; Baugatz et al., 1997) and
death (Miller ef al., 2001; R. Putman, pers.
comm.). Therefore, efforts have been made to
find a good substitute for Roe deer milk
(Drescher-Kaden et al., 1972, 1974).

We fed the fawns with a lamb milk repla-
cement (Sanolac, Schils, Holland). The nutri-
tional values of the milk replacement were
24% protein, 15% casein, 19% fat, 0 A 2%
fibre, 6 A 5% ash, 1% calcium, 0 A 7% phos-
phorus and vitamins A, D3 and E. We pre-
pared 45 gof milk powder in 250 ml water at
39 1C, which is the average body temperature
of an adult Roe deer (Lambert, 2002). The
milk also contained Rumansin (16 mg kga 1),
an antibiotic used as a growth promoter.
During feeding sessions, milk was fed ad
libitum using a standard human baby bottle
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between our hand-reared fawns and four

are camouflaged and lie motionless for the
first week. To reduce stress, and avoid the risk

of mastitis in mothers, we only collected
fawns that had siblings. We chose to rear only
,» to avoid the problem of aggressive beha-
viour in hand-reared << during the rut (Pin-
ter, 1963; Putman, 1990; Prior, 1995). We
began the hand-rearing process at an early

age to ensure that the fawns adapt easily to
their keeper (Pinter, 1963). When the infants
were located, they were carried in the arms of
the keeper and taken to the keeper’s house.
Two fawns, daughters of two different

PINTER TREICHLER CSAPO
COMPONENTS (1963) ET AL. (1974) ET AL. (1987)
Dry matter 20 A4 24 A3 24
Protein A8 9A4 7
Lactose 3A8 3A5
Fat 6A7 6A6 11A9

Table 1. Major nutritional values of Roe deer

Capreolus capreolus milk, as analysed by different
authors (g/100 g milk).
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fawns hand-reared in Aberdeen, Scotland
(1.3 <.,), which were known to be healthy
adults with high reproductive success

(R. Lambert, unpubl. data). R. Lambert
hand-reared the Roe deer on a 19% concen-
trated commercial lamb milk substitute (Lam-
bert, 2002).

During all feeding sessions, the anus was
massaged gently with a moistened finger, in
order to stimulate defaecation. Roe deer
will occasionally consume small amounts of
earth, which may lead to digestion problems
(R. Putman, pers. comm.). Our fawns spent
most of the day outdoors, where they had free
access to earth and vegetation.

Development

The fawns were weighed opportunistically
until maturity, but most frequently during
their first month. The growth rate during the
first 10weeks was analysed with a linear
regression (see Andersen, Gaillard & San
José, 1998 and Portier et al., 2000). We
compared the relative growth rate (RGR)
between our hand-reared fawns, and the four
fawns hand-reared in Scotland (R. Lambert,
unpubl. data). RGR 5 (In W2 A In W1) /(- A
), where W1 and > are the fawns’ body
masses at times #1 and %, respectively. We
also compared the growth rate of our hand-
reared Roe deer with their mother-reared
siblings in subsequent years during the

first week of life (while it was possible to
approach them).
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veterinary advice when necessary. The fawns
were given supplementary vitamins and sto-
mach bacteria (Probiotics, Primalac Star-
Labs/Forage Research Inc.) every day until
they were 2months old, and whenever anti-
biotics were needed (to support the digestive
tract flora).

Handling

During the hand-rearing period, the Roe deer
were kept in the keeper’s house with access to
a fenced garden. They were rarely left alone
for more than 3 hours at a time. From the age
of 1 month, the Roe deer were taken on daily
walks outdoors. They were encouraged to
follow by routine calling. Trying to habituate
them to the leash from a y oung age failed.
With a leash attached, they would either try to
fight it off or would simply not move. There-
fore, they were allowed to walk freely.

At the age of 6-8months, the Roe deer
were gradually introduced into an outside
enclosure. After a period of 1 month, the Roe
deer were released into the study site, which
is a fenced forested site of 10ha (within the
range of natural home range sizes of , Roe
deer in nature: San José & Lovari, 1998, but
see Andersen, Duncan & Linnell, 1998). It
was necessary to restrict the Roe deer to a
fenced site to prevent the risk of predation,
illegal hunting and car accidents. The keeper
maintained contact with the deer on a daily
basis to retain the relationship that was re-
quired to be able to work with them under
free-ranging conditions. Occasionally, the
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Veterinary care

Ectoparasites were removed manually from

the day the fawns arrived and into adulthood.

Rectal temperature was measured on a reg-
ular basis during the first 2 weeks. Through-
out the hand-rearing period, several health
issues were addressed (e.g. diarrhoea, fever,
ear infection) and were overcome with veter-
inary assistance. M onthly medical examina-
tions continued until the age of 2-2 A 5
months. By that time, it became too difficult
to restrain the Roe deer during veterinarian
checkups. The keeper, from then on, evalu-
ated the health of the animals and sought

mature Roe deer were left alone for up to
12 days.

RESULTS

Health and development

When the fawns were hungry, they stood up
and whined loudly. The fawns needed to be
fed every 2hours during the first few days
and nights, but they fiercely rejected the
bottle. To encourage feeding, they were
seated and the nipple was placed into their
mouth. Slowly, they began to suck on the
nipple until they could drink while standing
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Fig. 1. Daily milk intake of four hand-reared Roe deer Capreolus capreolus fawns in Israel (meanlsk).

FEEDING FREQUENCY
(MEALS PER DAY)

AGE (WEEKS) MEAN
1 8
2—-6 5
7-14 4

15-21 3

22-24 2

RANGE

4-15
3-7
2-7
2-5
1-4

themselves at the age of 4 months by rejecting
milk offered on two consecutive days (similar
to Wayre, 1967; and R. Lambert unpubl.
data), while two others kept drinking milk
until November (6months old). They were
gradually weaned by reducing the feeding
frequency to once a day until they were not
given any more milk.

The daily milk consumption quantities of
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Table 2. Feeding frequency of four hand-reared Roe
deer Capreolus capreolus fawns in Israel.

up with no assistance. All four fawns were
established on the bottle in 8days. As they
became accustomed to the bottle, they drank
more at each feed and required less feeds each
day, eventually feeding during the daytime
only (Table 2). The average milk intake of
the four fawns reached a maximum after
2 months (c.0 A 8 litre daya 1, Fig 1). A sec-
ond peak, at ¢.130days, was a result of
deviations in the time of weaning.

The fawns began foraging at the age of
2 weeks and gradually consumed a variety of
available plants. Two of our fawns weaned

our hand-reared Roe deer were notably lower
than those hand-reared by R. Lambert in
Scotland (Lambert, 2002). His hand-reared
Roe deer consumed an average of 1litre

daya 1 of milk, from the age of 2 weeks, and
at 2months they consumed a maximum of

1 A 5 litres daya 1. The milk intake is signifi-
cantly higher in Scotland even after normal-
ization for initial body mass at 1week

(Fig. 2).

The fawns had very little contact with
people besides their keeper and would not
accept milk from people they did not know
well. In order to ensure that they would
accept milk from more than just one keeper,
an additional person fed the fawns on a daily
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Fig.2. Daily milk consumption of four hand-reared Roe deer Capreolus capreolus fawns in Scotland (black

diamonds) and in Israel (grey squares), in 4 months and after normalizing for initial body mass.

basis. Feeding attempts by an unfamiliar tively, Fig. 4). Nevertheless, the hand-reared
person would face active resistance and the
fawns would appear to be frightened.

Faeces were soft and yellowish during the

Roe deer caught up with the mother-reared
fawns (see also Portier et al., 2000). At the
age of lyear, the hand-reared Roe deer

first week and they gradually became harder
and darker. Within 2—-3weeks, the faeces
became dark-brown pellets. They began

reached 20kg and at 2years they weighed
22-23 kg
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defaecating independently at the age of
1-2months. Rectal temperature averaged

38 A 8 /£ 0 A 45 1C. The highest recorded tem-
perature was 39 A 6 1C, which occurred when
a4 day-old fawn was suffering from a severe
case of diarrhoea.

Mean daily growth rate was 108gdaya
(v5108 A 46x1238 A 31, R250 A 91, P(
0 A 01; Fig 3). The Scottish fawns grew
slightly faster (RGR50A 6 £ 0A 03 kg
weeka 1) than the Israeli fawns (RGR 5
0 A 54 /£ 0 A 02 kg weeka 1), but the difference
was not significant (~test 52 A 01, d.f. 5 6,
P50 A 09), perhaps owing to the small sam-
ple size. Despite the similarity in the fawn’s
body masses at birth, mother-reared Roe deer
grew more than twice as fast as their hand-
reared siblings (131 and 54 gdaya 1, respec-

Challenges and benefits of working with
hand-reared Roe deer in a natural

environment

While taking the fawns out for walks they
usually followed the keeper willingly, were
extremely enthusiastic and play ful and would
whine if out of sight of the keeper. As they
grew older, these walks became less manage-
able as the young Roe deer became less
responsive to calling. M ost problems were
encountered in areas of dense vegetation

and especially when both fawns were out
together. Avoiding such areas and taking each
one out separately was help ful during periods
when managing the Roe deer was difficult.
Although frequently transported by car, start-
ingat 1 A 5 months old, they did not get into a
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Fig. 3. Growth curve of four hand-reared Roe deer Capreolus capreolus fawns (each symbol represents an

individual).

car voluntarily and the journeys were usually
mildly stressful.

Occasionally, the behaviour of the Roe
deer prevented the keeper from pursuing
routine work. At times, the Roe deer chose
not to appear for days (usually 1—4days)

webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://research.haifa.ac.il/~minbar/2.pdf
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They did not respond to the keeper when it
was dark and were less responsive during
high daytime temperatures. They also re-
sponded negatively to the keeper when they
experienced physical restraint or any other
stressful event. Even unfamiliar clothing
(such as arain jacket and umbrella) induced
such responses occasionally. Negative re-
sponses usually lasted several days, and in
the most severe case it lasted 2 weeks. When
the keeper was absent for long periods of time
(over 1 week) it took about a day to return to a
normal routine. Negative (aggressive) inter-
actions between the hand-reared Roe deer
that did not grow up together were common-
place.

The advantage of the hand-rearing proce-
dure is that a group of Roe deer can be studied

Plate 1. Research with hand-reared Roe deer Capreo-
lus capreolus in a natural environment in Israel.
U. Miles.

under close to free-ranging conditions

(Plate 1). The Roe deer will respond to the
call of their keeper when mature (over 3 years
old), which enables us to locate them in the
dense woods and relocate them to other sites.
It is possible to observe their natural beha-
viour with no limit to how close the keeper
can be. Unfamiliar people can also observe
the Roe deer with ease, although they are

Int. Zoo Yb. (2007) 41: 183-193. ¢ The Authors. Joumnal compilation ¢ 2007 The Zoological Society of London
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Fig. 4. Growth rate of hand-reared Roe deer Capreolus capreolus fawns (n 5 4, open squares and full line) and
their captive mother-reared siblings (n 5 9, diamonds and dashed line). The hand-reared fawns do not have a

deviation mark because not all data points have more than one to two repetitions. A linear line was drawn through
the points (hand-reared,y 5 0 A 0535x11 A2215,R25 0 A563,NS; mother-reared,y 5 0 A1311x11 A1595,

R:50A962,P00 A01).

generally wary and will not respond to any-

one other than their keeper. Whether it is
possible for them to become familiar with

deficient in essential nutrients. The only way
to prevent malnutrition is to increase the
frequency of meals, which often resulted in

712
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other people has not been determined. There
is a wide range of activities that can be carried

out with the hand-reared deer in a natural
environment (Table 3).

DISCUSSION

Hand-rearing process

Roe deer fawns have been hand-reared using
a variety of milk substitutes with a varying
degree of success. Although in most cases the
reported fawns survived, different growth
rates (Table 4) and veterinary issues resulted
from the use of each substitute. Pinter (1963)
used diluted cow’s milk to reduce its high
lactose content, which might cause diarrhoea.
However, because Roe deer milk is naturally
more concentrated and contains more fat,
protein and minerals than cow’s milk (Csapo
et al., 1987), the resulting milk substitute is

indigestion and diarrhoea (Wayre, 1967).
Based on data of the milk composition of

White-tailed deer Odocoileus virginianus,
Bradley (1971) used a dog-milk substitute
for a Roe deer fawn. The fawn survived but
abdominal problems, slow growth rate (Table
4), low milk consumption and early weaning
were apparent. Csap6 et al. (1987) found that
the milk composition of different deer spe-
cies, including Roe deer, is not the same,
which might explain the difficulties. Another
inappropriate choice was a human milk sub-
stitute, which resulted in stunted growth
(Baugatz et al., 1997; Table 4). Drescher-
Kaden et al. (1972, 1974) experimented with
different substitutes: an equal mixture of
cow’s milk and condensed milk, two different
substitutes made to resemble Roe deer milk
and a cow’s milk substitute. R. Putman (pers.
comm.) highly recommended fresh goat’s
milk instead of any commercial substitute.

Int. Zoo Yb. (2007) 41: 183—-193. ¢ The Authors. Joumal compilation ¢ 2007 The Zoological Society of London
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ACTIVITY

Collecting urine

Collecting fresh faeces
Collecting external parasites

Weighing

Observing natural behaviour

Moving the deer on foot
Feeding trials
Collecting blood smears

Lifting the deer offthe
ground
Taking the deer out on a walk

Moving the deer by car

Using a leash

Confining in a cage-like area

for veterinary treatments

Injections

THE DEVELOPING ZOO WORLD

DEGREE OF

DIFFICULTY COMMENTS

1 following the deer until they stop to urinate; urine can be collected in a
bowl

1 similar to urine collection or collected fromthe ground

1 deer will allow the keeper to clean themmanually ofparasites

1 using palatable food, the deer can be trained to step on a modified sheep
scale within 1 week (Plate 2)

1 keeper follows the deer passively; deer quickly resume their natural
behaviour

1 deer follows keeper when called

1 deer will eat out ofkeeper’s hand

2 pricking the ear and drawing a drop ofblood is possible when the deer
are resting and calm

2 even fawns resist this manipulation

1-3 deer usually follow the keeper, although this is unpredictable

2-3 catching and putting the deer into a car is difficult and stressful; deer
were blindfolded when being handled; keeper sits next to the deer
throughout the journey

2-3 deer resist being restrained and may not tolerate a leash for long, even
froma very young age (o1 week ofage)

3 deer will enter a small confined area but locking themin for more than
several minutes may cause panic and injury

3 two (strong) people are required: one to restrain the deer and the other to

inject (veterinarian); to avoid negative associations with the keeper
after such procedures, the keeper should not participate in this
procedure

Table 3. Management activities that can be carried out with adult hand-reared Roe deer Capreolus capreolus does

based on the current study. The degree of difficultyis on a scale of 1-3: 1, easily applicable; 2, average; 3, most

difficult and perhaps inadvisable.
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The lower milk intake of our group might
be owing to the difference in the milk sub-
stitutes. It is also possible that differences in
energy expenditure owing to different ambi-
ent temperatures may have caused differences
in milk consumption.

Roe deer fawns will usually wean them-
selves by the age of 6 months (Pinter, 1963;
Lambert, 2002), but some hand-reared deer
may wean as early as 2months (Bradley,
1971; Drescher-Kaden ef al., 1972). This
variability in the weaning age of hand-reared
Roe deer was exemplified in our case.

R. Putman (pers. comm.) found that if
more than one person feeds the fawn, it will
generalize on other humans and will become
very tame, a condition that is not advisable if
the deer are to be released into the wild.

Drescher-Kaden et al. (1974) reported a
low growth rate of nine fawns, fed on differ-
ent milk substitutes, during a 2 week Escher-
ichia coli infection (44 A& 26 gdaya1).

Plate 2. A standard sheep scale was modified for Roe
deer Capreolus capreolus. The modification includes
removing the usual cage structure commonly used for
sheep and shaping the scale in such a way as to allow
the Roe deer to jump off at will. 4. Wallach.

Lambert (2002) was the only author to report
a growth rate that is similar to mother-reared
fawns in the wild, which showed a growth
rate of 113—155 gdaya 1 (Andersen, Gaillard

Int. Zoo Yb. (2007)41: 183—-193. ¢ The Authors. Journal compilation ¢ 2007 The Zoological Society of London
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MILK SUBSTITUTE NO. OF FAWNS

Sheep (commercial substitute)
Sheep (commercial substitute)
Human (commercial substitute)
Dog (commercial substitute)
Sheep (commercial substitute)
Human (commercial substitute)
Cow (commercial substitute)
Roe deer (hand made)
Cowlcondensed milk (1:1)

N o N = B o= NN

191

GROWTH RATE (G DAYa 1) REFERENCES
108 Current study
109 Baugatz et al. (1997)
73 Baugatz et al. (1997)
$45 Bradley (1971)
$140 R. Lambert (unpubl. data)
$100 Wayre (1967)
75 Drescher-Kaden et al. (1972)
100 Drescher-Kaden et al. (1972)
97 Drescher-Kaden et al. (1972)

Table 4. Growth rate of Roe deer Capreolus capreolus fawns during the first 10 weeks.

& San José, 1998). Even though the number
of data points obtained in this period is small,
it supports the hypothesis that hand-reared
deer do grow at a slower rate than mother-
reared deer (Pinter, 1963; Birgersson et al.,
1998; Portier et al., 2000). We found that at
the age of lyear, the hand-reared Roe deer
reached 20kg, and at 2years they weighed
22-23 kg, which is within the range of Eur-
opean populations (Andersen, Gaillard & San
José, 1998).

aspects of behaviour that are affected by the
presence of the keeper.

CONCLUSIONS

Hand-rearing is a time-consuming process
that requires knowledge of the animal’s biol-
ogy. The methodology for each species will
be unique and therefore we encourage pub-
lication of detailed hand-rearing protocols.
Using a milk substitute that is similar to the
milk composition of the hand-reared species
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Hand-reared Roe deer in research

When using hand-reared deer to study issues
of physiology or nutrition, no biases are
usually expected (Holand, 1994; Spalinger
etal., 1997; Tixier et al., 1998; Dehnhard

et al., 2001; Lambert, 2002). However, de-
spite the obvious benefits of working with
hand-reared Roe deer, several potential biases
should be taken into consideration. Activity
patterns may be affected by the behaviour of
the keeper. The tendency of the Roe deer to
follow the keeper may present a major bias
with regard to habitat selection and move-
ment. The Roe deer might spend longer
periods in open fields when the keeper is
present. In addition, we have seen our Roe
deer use large vehicle paths that a wild deer
might avoid. The presence of the keeper can
become a source of conflict and excitement
among the Roe deer that otherwise would not
arise. Some of these biases can be overcome
with planned management of the experiment.
However, in some cases, hand-reared deer are
not appropriate for research, such as certain

Isanshreisdly Riop detanin larigerhotsithls tndtudy
maintain a close relationship with them in
their adulthood. Therefore, hand-reared Roe
deer are a potentially useful tool in physiolo-
gical and ecological studies. When setting up
aresearch programme with hand-reared Roe
deer, it is advisable to take into consideration
the limiting factors and potential biases. As
far as we know, this is the first documented
case in which hand-rearing was used as a tool
for carrying out a feasibility study for a
reintroduction programme. This approach
might be found useful for other programmes
as well.
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PRODUCTS MENTIONED IN THE TEXT

Probiotics: supplemented stomach bacteria (Probiotics,
Clarksdale, MO, USA), Primalac Star-Labs/Forage Re-
search, Inc., USA.
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